Adaptive Computing Lab

Using the Utility Manger for Accessibility Features
Windows XP

Utility Manager

The Utility Manager is an accessibility utility that enables users to check
the status of accessibility features like Magnifier, Narrator, and the On-
Screen Keyboard. You may also start or stop these features and control
the settings of these features.

To use the mouse to navigate to the Utility Manager:

Start > Programs > Accessibility > Utility Manager
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Note that this route will also provide access to features such as:
e the Accessibility Wizard
e Magnifier
e Narrator
e the On-Screen Keyboard.



To use a keyboard shortcut to go directly to the Utility Manager:

Press the Windows Logo key plus U

The Utility Manager dialog box will open.

Utility Manager

td agnifier iz nok running
M arrator iz running
On-Screen Kevboard iz not running

Optiong for Magrifier

[ ] Start autamatically when | log in
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[ ] Start automatically when Utilit #anager starts

Help aF. Cancel

Here you will find the status of the accessibility features.
You may Start or Stop a highlighted feature.

You may control when the features load.



Magnifier

If you activate the Magnifier feature, you will have new settings boxes that
will appear.

Click on the Do not show box to disable the information box.

Microsoft Magnifier

M agrifier iz intended to provide a minimum level of functionality

- for users with light wizual impairments. Most users with visual
impairments will need a magnification wtlity program with higher
functionality for daily use.

For a lizt of Windows-based magnification utilties, see
Microsoft Web site

[] Do ot show this message again

You may control the settings for Magnifier in the options dialog box.

B! Magnifier Settings
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Tracking

Follow rouse cursor
Follow kepboard focus
Follaw kst editing

Presentation

[ ] Irwert colors
[ ] Start Minimized
Show M agnifier
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Narrator

If you activate Narrator, you will have new settings boxes that will appear.

Click on the Do not show box to disable the information box.

!' Microsoft Marrator

M arratar iz a text-to-zpeech program that can help people with law vizion
get up therr own computers o uze ather people's computers. Marratar
right not perform well with ome programs and only gpeaks in Englizh.

b ozt uzerz with vizual impairments will need a screen reader with higher
functionality far daily use.

For a list of Windows-bazed screen readers, see the
b icrogoft \Web site

Tao have Marratar repeat this or any test, press CTRL + SHIFT +
SPACERBAR.

[ ] Do nat show this meszage again

You may control the settings for Narrator in the options dialog box.

** Narrator = 1]

Marrator can read aloud menu commands, dialog box
options and mare.

Announce eventz on zcreen
Read typed characters
[ ] Mowve mousze pointer to the active item

[ ] Start Marrator minimized
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On-Screen Keyboard

If you activate the On-Screen Keyboard feature, you will see the following
dialog box, click on the Do not show box to disable.

On-5creen Keyboard X

On-Screen Kepboard provides a minimun level of functionality for
o mability-impaired wsers. Mobility-impaired users will need a wtility
program with higher functionality for daily uze.

Far a list of Windows-based accessibility utiities, zee the
Microzoft \Web site

[ ] Do not show this message again

You may control the settings for the on-screen keyboard via the Menu Bar
on the keyboard.



